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Several o u tstanding p e r formers from last season return to the 
University of Mon t a n a  football team in 1978. 41 lettermen return including
6 offensive starters and 9 d e f ensive starters. Of the 41 lettermen, 10 
are seniors, 18 are juniors and 13 are sophomores.
W ith experience and depth in the skill positions, M o n t a n a  will face 
the task of r e b uilding somewhat on the offensive line and adding depth 
to the defensive front. Several fine junior college players and high 
school recruits will join the fold and should give immediate help, p a r t i­
cularly on the offensive line.
The Grizzlies should be formidable on offense w i t h  first team-all 
Big Sky, and AP h o n o rable m e n t i o n  a l l - A merican Mon t y  Bullerdick r e t u rning 
to his tailback spot. The 5-10, 180-pound senior rushed for 1,022 yards 
last year. He averaged 102.2 yards a game and 4.8 yards a carry. J o i n i n g  
him in the ba c k f i e l d  are senior fullback Grant Kleckner (426 yards on 
82 carries) and junior fullback Greg Bitar (368 yards on 89 c a r r i e s ) .
The Grizzlies have good depth at both positions with several capable 
people returning. Junior Doug Egbert and sophomore Darrell Bell will 
be battl i n g  for time at tailback while sophomores Robin Fritz, Hal Longley 
and redshirt Wayne Harper are contending at fullback.
Quarterback T im Kerr (5-10, 175) returns for his senior year. Kerr 
threw for 1,097 yards, completing 51.3% of his passes in 1977. Senior 
Mike Roban and sophomore Rocky Klever give e x perienced support at q u a r t e r­
back .
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The Grizzly pass attack will be very strong in 1978. With three 
good throwers, Montana also has talent on the rec e i v i n g  end. Senior
V e m  Kelly caught 42 passes for 539 yards last season. The 6-0, 170-
pound wide receiver was named second team all-Big Sky last season. Other 
candidates for wide rece i v e r  and flanker are juniors J i m  Brant and Joe 
Gelakoska, sophomore Bill Lane, senior J e f f  Howard, freshman (redshirt)
Bill Dolan and J.C. recruit J i m  Hard, the leading juco pass receiver in
the n a t i o n  last season with 70 receptions in 10 games.
All e n  Green returns to his tight end position. The 6-2, 230-pound 
junior caught 22 passes last season, 6 for touchdowns. The Grizzlies will 
be looking to sophomore Pat Bitler (6-0, 195) for b a c k u p  help at tight 
e n d .
The offensive line absorbed the bi g g e s t  loss to graduation. Four 
senior linemen are gone, but junior Guy Bingham (6-2, 235) is a potential 
honors candidate at guard. Seni o r  T i m  Hook (6-2, 235) and junior Mike 
Bryant (6-2, 250) will have the inside track on starting jobs. The Grizzlies 
have several outstanding recruits to step in and fill three spots on the 
offensive line. They'll have to compete with a couple of r e t urning s o p h o­
mores, Brian McHugh (6-3, 210) and Basil Jones (6-2, 200). J u n i o r  college 
offensive line recruits are Mark E i c k e l m a n n  (6-1, 225), John Price (6-1,
230), Frank Foisia (6-0, 225), Carlton Lamb (6-1, 240) and J i m  Duff (6-1,
250) .
The M o ntana defense will be anchored by all-Big Sky second team pick 
and first team A cademic all-American, Steve Fisher (6-4, 240). The senior 
defensive lineman is a candidate for p o s t - s e a s o n  honors. He'll be joined 
by junior Sam Martin (6-4, 220) .
-more-
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Junior Robbie Dews (6-0, 218) and sophomores Brett Barrick (6-5,
220) and Brad W o o d f o r d  (6-1, 210) are the leading candidates for other 
line positions. T h e y  will get stiff co m p e t i t i o n  from a handful of new 
recruits including J.C. transfer Marty Andrews (6-3, 240).
S e c o n d  team all-Big Sky selection, Scott Mort o n  (6-0, 202) will hold 
down one outside linebacker spot. J u niors Kent C l a u s e n  (6-5, 215), Barry 
Sacks (5-11, 175) and J i m  Ho g a n  (6-0, 200) are leading candidates for the 
other outside position.
Seco n d  team all-Big Sky choice Dave G l eason (6-3, 205) will be back 
at inside linebacker. The junior is joined b y  senior C a r m  Carteri (6-2, 
215), junior Matt Van W o r m e r  (6-1, 210) and s o p h omore Arnie Rigoni (6-1, 
220) at inside linebacker. There will be tough com p e t i t i o n  among the 
inside linebackers for the two starting spots.
Several e x p e r ienced people r e turn in the d e f ensive secondary. J u nior 
Kelly Joh n s o n  returns at free safety. Greg Dunn, also a junior, is a 
two-year starter at cornerback. S e nior Mike J o h n s o n  is a candidate to 
start at strong safety, while junior starter Scot Ferda and junior Ed 
Cerkovnik also return at cornerback. Oth e r  candidates in the s e c o ndary 
are walk-on Ray W a s h i n g t o n  and sophomores J ay Becker and Nick Cavaligos.
For the first time in four years, Bruce C arlson will not handle the 
University of M o n t a n a  kicking game. The all-time leading scorer at Montana 
has graduated. Tight end Allen Green p u n t e d  11 times for a 36.5 punt 
average last season and will have the first chance at the job. Place 
kicking is up for grabs, but sophomore transfer Ter r y  Thomas and sophomore 
Carleton Cliff o r d  will have opportunities to win the job.
Head Football Coach Gene Carlson will have some out s t a n d i n g  recruits 
to work with this year. At least eight M o ntana high school p r e p sters and 
four prep stars from W a s hington will give valuable help in the fall.
-more-
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In addition, eight junior college transfers will bri n g  e x p erience and have 
an opport u n i t y  to help immediately. Seven of them are c u r r ently attending 
UM and will p a r t i c i p a t e  in spring ball.
The Grizzlies have p o s t e d  4-6 records the past two years. With only 
eight seniors lost to graduation, and good talent and depth ret u r n i n g  in 
both b a c kfields and among the receivers, the Grizzlies will have an excellent 
opport u n i t y  to improve the showings of the past two seasons.
###
R E T U RNING L E T T ERMEN (41)
Off e n s i v e  Starters Ret u r n i n g  (6)
Vern Kelly, WR, 6-0, 170, Sr. Los Angeles, Ca. 
Monty Bullerdick, TB, 5-10, 180, Sr. Anaheim, Ca. 
*Grant Kleckner, FB, 6-0, 195, Sr. Great Falls, Mt. 
*Greg Bitar, FB, 6-0, 185, Jr. Hoquiam., Wa.
Allen Green, TE, 6-2, 230, Jr. Anaconda, Mt.
T i m  Kerr, QB, 5-10, 175, Sr. Missoula, Mt.
Guy Bingham, OG, 6-2, 235, Jr. Aberdeen, Wa.
O f f e nsive Starters Lost (6)
Ben Harbison, OT, 6-6, 260
T e r r y  Falcon, OG, 6-3^, 255
Ron Lebsock, C, 6-2, 223
M u r r a y  Pierce, OT, 6-6, 260
Randy Ogden, FL, 6-0, 185
KICKER/PUNTER: Bruce Carlson, 6-1, 206
Defensive Starters R e t u rning (9)
Greg Dunn, DB, 5-11, 178, Jr.
*Scot Ferda, DB , 5- 10,, 165, Jr.
*Ed Cerkovnik, DB, 5-S 157, Jr.
Kelly Johnson, FS,, 6-■1, 187, Jr
Scott Morton, OLB,, 6-• o , 200, Sr
Kent Clausen, OLB,, 6-■5, 215, Jr
Carm Carteri, ILB,, 6-■2, 215, Sr
Dave Gleason, ILBj, 6-■3, 206, Jr
Steve Fisher, DL, 6 - i 240, Sr.
Sam Martin, DL, 6-•4, 220, Jr
Medical Lake, Wa. 
Great Falls, Mt. 
Malta, Mt.







Defensive Starters Lost (2)
J e f f  Carlson, SS, 5-11, 166 
Joe Sobansky, DL, 6-2, 225
* indicates players r otated as starters
Other Returning Lettermen (24)
Brett Barrick, DL, 6-5, 220 So. Lewistown, M t . 
Jay Becker, DB, 5-10, 165 So. Atlantic, la. 
Darrell Bell, RB, 5-10, 185 So. Federal Way, Wa. 
Pat B i t l e r , RB, 6-3, 185 So. Nor t h  Tahoe, Ca.
J im Brant, WR, 6-0, 175 Jr. Missoula, M t .
Mike Bryant, OL, 6-2, 255 So. Hull, Ma.
Nick Cavaligos, DB, 6-0, 190 So. Chicago, II. 
Robbie Dews, DL, 6-0, 215 Jr. Newark, N.J.
Doug Egbert, RB, 6-0, 175 Jr. Ogden, U t .
Robin Fritz, RB, 6-1, 180 So. Sydney, M t .
Joe Gelakoska, WR, 6-2, 200 Jr. Bothell, Wa.
J i m  Hogan, OLB, 6-0, 200. Jr. Lacey, Wa.
T i m  Hook, OL, 6-2, 235 Sr. Regina, Sask.
Mike Johnson, DB, 6-2, 190 Sr. Nor t h  Bend, Or. 
Basil Jones, OL, 6-2, 200 So. Spokane, Wa.
Rocky Klever, QB, 6-3, 205 So. Anchorage, Ak. 
Mike Marty, LB, 6-3, 230 So. Portland, Or.
Brian McHugh, OL, 6-3, 210 So. Spokane, Wa.
Arnie Rigoni, LB, 6-1, 220 So. Chicago, II.
Mike Roban, QB, 6-2, 200 Sr. Great Falls, M t . 
Barry Sacks, OLB, 5-11, 175 Jr. Federal Way, Wa.
Pat Sullivan, WR, 5-11, 175 Jr. Butte, M t .
Matt Van Wormer, LB, 6-1, 210 Jr. Missoula, M t . 
Brad Woodford, DL, 6-1, 210 So. Missoula, M t .
J U N I O R  COLLEGE T R A N SFERS
Name H t . W t . P o s . School
Marty Andrews 6-3 240 OL W e n a t c h e e  J.C.
Jim Duff 6-1 248 OL Coll, of the Desert
Mark Eickelmann 6-1 225 OL Coll, of the Desert
Marcus Fisher (enter fall ’78) 5-11 180 DB-RB L.A. City College
Frank Foisia 6-0 225 OL Taft J.C.
Ji m  Hard 5-11 180 WR N a p a  J.C.
Carlton Lamb 6-1 240 OL Taft J.C.
John Price 6-1 230 OL C o f f e y v i l l e  J.C.
Ray Washington 6-3 195 DB Santa Rosa J.C.
WALK-ONS
Bob Boyes 5-11 170 QB
1978 FRESHMEN
Enter Fall of 1978
Gordon Bledsoe 6-3 215 OL Central Valley
Rich Burtness 6-3 200 TE A n a c ortes High
Brian Carraway 6-4 225 OL C.M. Russell
Mike Carroll 6-3 210 LB Eve r g r e e n  H . S .
Bob Cerkovnik 5-10 180 RB Great Falls High
Pat Curry 6-5 220 LB Billings West
John Kovacich 6-0 180 DB Butte High
Pat Norwood 6-3 230 OL Billings Senior
Dave Paoli 6-1 210 DL C.M. Russell
Ron Sharkey 6-5 200 DL Sentinel
Jon Sherman 6-2 220 LB Big Fork
Larry Wenzel 6-3 210 OL East Valley
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Name Ht. Wt. P o s . Yr. E x p . Hometown
Vern Kelly 6-0 170 WR Sr. 1 V, 2 JC Los Angeles, Ca.
Tim Kerr 5-10 175 QB Sr. 3 V Missoula, M t .
Grant Kleckner 6-0 195 RB Sr. 3 V Great Falls, Mt.
Rocky Klever 6-3 205 QB S o . 1 V Anchorage, Ak.
Carlton Lamb 6-1 240 OL Jr. 2 JC Las Vegas, Nv.
Bill Lane 5-10 150 W R S o . 1 JV Englewood, Co.
Hal Longley 6-1 205 RB So. 1 JV Palos Verdes, Ca.
Sam Martin 6-4 220 DL Jr. 1 V, 1 JV Seattle, Wa.
Mike Marty 6-3 230 LB S o . 1 V Portland, Or.
Brian McHugh 6-5 220 OL So. 1 V Spokane, Wa.
Scott Morton 6-0 202 OLB Sr. 3 V Spokane, Wa.
John Price 6-1 230 OL Jr. 2 JC Topeka, Ks.
A m i e  Rigoni 6-1 220 LB So. 1 V Chicago, 11.
Mike Roban 6-2 200 QB Sr. 3 V Great Falls, Mt.
Barry Sacks 5-11 175 OLB Jr. 1 V, 1 JV Federal Way, Wa.
Cary Schmeckpeper 6-4 200 QB S o . 1 JV Buhl, Id.
Pat Sullivan 5-11 175 WR Jr. 1 V, 1 JV Butte, Mt.
Terry Thomas
ooilO 170 K S o . 1 JV Great Falls, Mt.
Matt VanWormer 6-1 210 LB Jr. 1 V, 1 JV Missoula, Mt.
John Wallace 6-0 185 DB So. 1 JV Long Beach, Ca.
Ray Washington 6-4 195 DB Jr. 2 JC San Francisco, Ca
Brad Woodford 6-3 210 OL So. 1 V Missoula, Mt.
F I N A L  1977 U N I V E R S I T Y  OF M O N T A N A  F O O T B A L L  STAI IS I ICST L a GAMES •
RECORD: 4-6
SCORES' U M  13, UNLV IS UM 40, PSU 25 U M  17, BSU 43 U M  17, ISU 15 UM 34, UNC 13
U M  24, N AU 25 U M  23, W S U  31 U M  20, Idaho 31 U M  19, MS U  24 U M  18, UPS 17
T E A M  S T A T I S T I C S UM OPP R E C E I V I N G No Yds Avg TD Long
First Towns 198 172 Kelly 42 539 12.8 3 39
Rush 115 84 Green 22 329 14.9 6 61
Pass 69 72 O g d e n 19 274 14.4 1 44
Penalty 14 16 B u l l e r d i c k 12 137 11.4 0 32
Rush Plays 542 451 Kleck n e r 11 131 11.9 0 26
Rush Yds Gain e d 2402 2035 Bitar 10 40 4.0 0 13
Rush Yds Lost 255 255 Brant 2 24 12.0 0 16
NET RUSH 2147 1780 Egbert 1 10 10.0 0 10
Pass A t t e m p t s 258 257 G e l a k o s k a 1 6 6.0 0 6
Pass C o m p l e t i o n s 121 112 Fritz 1 16 16.0 0 16
Had I n t e r c e p t e d 28 24
NET YAR D S  PASS 1506 1611 I N T E R C E P T I O N S No Yds A vg Long
T O T A L  O F F E N S E 800/3 6 5 3 709/3391 C e r k o v n i k 5 42 8.4 21
CAME A V E R A G E 365.3 339.0 K. J o h n s o n 6 173 28.8 90
Punt s/Yd s / B l k d 4 4 /1597 46/1781 Dunn 4 0 0 0
Punt A v e r a g e 36.3 38.7 J. C a r l s o n 2 5 2.5 0
F umbles/Lost 24/14 35/21 M. J o h n s o n 3 51 17.0 27
P e n a l t i e s / Y d s 83/811 64/681 C l a u s e n 3 6 2.0 4
T o u c h d o w n s 28 31 Car t e r i 1 21 21.0 21
Rush 16 14
Pass 10 17 T O T A L  OFF E N S E Plays Pass Rush Total
Ot h e r 2 0 Kerr 190 1097 ■52 1045
PAT Kick 20/23 23/28 B u l l e r d i c k 217 8 1022 1030
PAT Run-P a s s 2/5 2/3
Field Goals 11/22 8/14 PUNT RE T U R N S No Yds Avg TD Long
S a f e t y 0 1 D unn 11 35 3.2 0 6
To t a l  Points 225 239 Ferda 4 17 4.3 0 8
Game Scoring A v e r a g e 22.5 23.9 Becker 1 0 0 0 0
K. J o h n s o n 1 4 4.0 0 4
SCORING BY Q U A R T E R 1 2 3 4 T
UM 48 46 57 74 225 K I CKOFF RE T U R N S No Yds Avg TD Long
OPP 42 63 58 76 239 Dunn 20 507 25.4 0 58
Brant 10 236 23.6 0 49
S C ORING TD R P 0 PAT FG PTS Bitar 3 49 16.3 0 29
B. Carlson 0 0 0 0 20/20 11/21 53 Ferda 1 21 21.0 0 21
Green 6 0 6 0 0 0 36 Bell 1 20 20.0 0 20
Bullerdick 4 4 0 0 2 0 28 Bull e r d i c k 1 19 19.0 0 19
BLtar 3 3 0 0 0 0 18 Fritz 1 7 7.0 0 7
Kleckner 3 3 0 0 0 0 18 Egbert 1 6 6.0 0 6
Kerr 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 Kleckner 1 0 0 . 0 0 0
Klever 2 2 0 0 0 0 12 Falcon 1 0 0 . 0 0 0
Kelly 3 0 3 0 0 0 18
K. J o h n s o n  1 0 0 1 0 0 6 R U SHING TC YG YL Net Avg Long
F r i t z 1 ] 0 0 0 0 6 "T- ' ' " " '‘
Egbert 2 1 0 1 0 0 12 Bulle r d i c k 214 1055 33
1022 4.8 49
O g d e n  1 0 1 0 0 0 6 Kleckner 82 426
11 415 5.1 34
.1 . Car l s o n  0 0 0 0 0/1 0/1 0 Bitar 89
368 16 352 3.9 22
Klever 39 202 45 157 4.0 49
PUN 1’ I NO No. Yds Avg Long Egbert 39 125 8 117
3.0 10
B . Cnr i s e n 3 3 1205 36.5 52 Roban 14 57 38
19 1.4 ; 13
i. roen 11 401 36.5 47 Ogden 2 22 0
22 11.0 19
Kelly 3 13 1 12 4.0 6
• VISING P C 7 p \7PI Yds Pet TD Long G e l a k o s k a 1 10
0 10 10.0 10
A t  r 82/ 160/14 1097 .513 9 61 Bell 8 24 0
24 3.0 6
ever 20/68/10 315 .382 0 44 Kerr 30 49 101 -52 -1.7 5
• 'ban 12/27/3 86 .444 0 15 Fritz 1 2 0 2
1. 0 1
-u i l c r d i c k  1/3/1 8 .333 1 8 L ongley 2 6 0 6 3.0 3
